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Abstract Article Info

The occurrence of the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran was
the outcome of the cooperation and alliance of diverse social,
political, and cultural forces that entered the struggle with different ~ Article type: Research
objectives and motivations. Using a descriptive-comparative g aived: Tuly 12,2026
approach, this article examines the goals and aspirations of
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the various forces involved in this process and seeks to answer
the following question: How was convergence over negative August06,2026
objectives readily achieved, while no consensus was ever reached Accepted: September 01, 2026
regarding positive visions and aspirations? The article argues that pypjished online: December 21. 2026
the success of the revolution was fundamentally rooted in broad ’
tactical convergence around shared negative objectives, including
the end of authoritarian rule, the overthrow of the monarchy, and
political independence. However, fundamental disagreements
over positive objectives—particularly concerning the desired
political and social order following the collapse of the existing
structure—brought the participating forces into confrontation with
one another. By examining the roles of religious, nationalist, and *Corresponding author:
leftist forces, the article demonstrates how overlapping negative mirhosseini4848@gmail.com
objectives contributed to the success of the revolution, while the
lack of agreement over positive aspirations, combined with the
dominance of religious discourse, led to the marginalization of
other political forces and the redefinition of the power structure
in the post-revolutionary period. The article further concludes that
revolutions are inherently characterized by multiple voices and
competing visions; however, the complexities of transforming a
broad-based revolution into a unified political order inevitably
result in the abandonment or marginalization of many of the
aspirations that initially brought different forces together.
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