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Abstract

Article Info

Shi’a political culture, as an identity forming factor,
has—through its passage across several centuries of
historical transformations—managed to reconfigure itself
in an interactive and synergistic relationship with the
components of domestic order as well as systemic level
external variables. This reconfiguration has taken shape
within three major discursive patterns: collaborative/
legitimizing, quietist, and revolutionary. Understanding the
dynamics of this significant element of Iranian culture and
identity, and explaining the reasons behind its conceptual
evolution from the Safavid era to the Islamic Revolution,
constitute the aims of the present study.

Employing Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis method
across each of the aforementioned historical-discursive
periods, the author seeks to answer—within the theoretical
framework of discursive resilience—why and how Shi’a
political discourse gravitates toward collaboration in
certain contexts, toward silence in others, and toward
revolution in yet others.

The findings indicate that the transformation of Shi’a
political discourse can be explained through a three
dimensional model in which internal (identity based),
structural (institutional), and supra structural (international)
factors interact dialectically to shape the dominant
discourse of each period. This model not only explains
the past but also provides a framework for anticipating
future developments in Shi’a political culture, clarifying
how shifts in any of these dimensions may generate a new
discursive transition.
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1. Discourse Analysis
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