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Abstract

Article Info

The February 1979 Revolution in Iran emerged through
the participation of diverse intellectual and political
groups. The Movement of Militant Muslims (Jombesh-e
Mosalmanan-e Mobarez), led by Habibollah Peyman,
was among these currents, characterized by an identity
situated at the intersection of Islamic, monotheistic, and
socialist thought. Drawing on a descriptive—analytical
method and Quentin Skinner’s intentionalist hermeneutics,
this article examines the movement’s approach toward
Ayatollah Khomeini’s leadership and the revolution. The
central argument is that the movement adopted a stance of
“strategic convergence and teleological divergence.” That
is, during the phase of overthrowing the Pahlavi regime,
it accepted Ayatollah Khomeini’s leadership as a practical
means to achieve a shared immediate objective (strategic
convergence). Simultaneously, based on its monotheistic—
socialist ideology, it envisioned a fundamentally different
future for society—one grounded in social revolution
and public ownership—which diverged sharply from the
emerging model of the Islamic Republic (teleological
divergence). The findings indicate that this dual approach
initially facilitated cooperation but ultimately led to
the movement’s marginalization after the revolution’s
victory, offering a clear example of the complexities
of revolutionary coalitions and the post-revolutionary
divergence over defining the revolution’s ideals.
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