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Abstract

Article Info

One of Reza Shah’s major cultural initiatives during his
reign was the project of cultural homogenization, which
manifested most visibly in the enforced transformation of
clothing styles for Iranian men and women. Implementing
this cultural policy was highly challenging given Iran’s vast
geography, dispersed population, and significant ethnic
and religious diversity. To advance this agenda, Reza Shah
drew upon Western models as well as reforms undertaken
in neighboring Turkey, and in the first step, enacted the
Uniform Clothing Law in December 1928. Following its
ratification, men and women across Iran—regardless of
region, class, or social background—were required to adopt
standardized attire as defined in the official regulations,
and violations of the law carried serious consequences.
This policy was also enforced in the city of Sabzevar. The
present article seeks to answer how this cultural policy was
implemented in Sabzevar and its surrounding villages, and
how local residents responded to it. Using a descriptive—
analytical method and relying on archival documents,
the study examines the mechanisms of enforcement and
the reactions of the inhabitants of Sabzevar and its rural
districts. The findings indicate that Reza Shah’s topdown
cultural policy did not achieve success in a small city
like Sabzevar or its villages, as cultural change requires
time and gradual processes and cannot be realized merely
through the issuance of directives and regulations.
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