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Abstract Research Paper

With Iran's economy entering the periphery of the world capital system in the second half of the 19th
century, fundamental changes occurred in the country's economy. One of the most important effects
was the commercialization of a major part of Iran's agricultural economy, which was adjusted to the
needs of global markets; As during the Qajar era, opium was traded as the most important export
item. So that Reza Shah also benefited from the profit from cultivation, production and trade of
opium due to its low cost to advance his modernization plans. On the other hand, the existence of a
permanent market for its sale due to the continuous order and guarantee of purchase from England,
led to the fact that the best agricultural lands in Iran were quickly allocated to the cultivation of
opium. Considering the long-term impact of opium cultivation and production on the social situation
of Iran, the present study has studied and investigated the social situation affected by this
phenomenon in Iran in the 1320s.

The findings of the current research, which were carried out in the framework of historical and social
studies and descriptive-analytical and documentary studies, show that the result of Reza Shah's
performance in controlling the cultivation and distribution of opium among the people led to an
increase in addicts, especially in the early years of Mohammad Reza Shah's rule. became. But with
the political open space created in the twenties due to the change of power, the press and
knowledgeable people more freely published the harms of opium in order to remove this scourge
from the country. And the struggle, although unsuccessful, was against the use of opium in coffee
houses
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